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Example Abstract

Content Above Bar (2) Meets Bar (1) Below Bar (0)

Title Title not only describes the ideas presented, but also 
piques people's interest and is adequate in length. The title describes the ideas that will be presented. Title is ambiguous or vague. Does not indicate what the 

presentation is about.

Description of Presentation/Workshop

Abstract's purpose is not only stated clearly, but has 
sufficient detail to understand the presenter's choice of 

research or practice-based approach. Information is 
presented in a way that audience has the ability to 

come to their own conclusions.

Abstract includes a summary of major points and how 
the topic will advance either the practice, professional 

development of the participant of the field, or what they 
will learn. Abstract is stated clearly and concisely. There 
is information described for the presentation's activities. 

Description of presentation/workshop is short and does not 
indicate details. Reader cannot understand intent of topic. 
Topic is too biased or does not give the audience a choice 

to make decisions on their own.

Mechanics
Abstract is clear, succinct, and well-organized along 
with honoring the standard rules of correct grammar, 

punctuation, spelling, and formatting.

Abstract honors standard rules of correct grammar, 
punctuation, spelling, and formatting.

Abstract does not have correct grammar, punctuation, 
spelling, and formatting.

Length Abstract does not exceed 300 words. Abstract is around 200-250 words. Abstract is 200 words or less.

Learning Objectives
Learning objects are specific and complete the 

statement, "At the conclusion of this presentation, 
participants will be able to.."

Learning objectives are appropriate and complete the 
statement "At the conclusion of this presentation, 

participants will be able to..."
Learning objectives are unclear or non-existent.

References Abstract includes at least two references. Abstract includes two references at most. References 
are current and relevant. Abstract does not include a reference.

Topic Topic is timely and demonstrates relevance to an area 
of the paranormal research field. 

Topic is timely and is of interest to those in the 
paranormal field. Topic is outdated and not relevant for the audience.

Level of Material
Level of material is not only appropriate for the target 
audience, but it is an exciting topic that will keep them 

engaged and follow along.

Level of material is appropriate for the target audience 
where they can understand the topic at hand and stay 

engaged.

Level of material is either too far above or below the 
experience of the audience. Material is either so complex 
that the audience will struggle to understand (cognitive 

overload), or is so simple that it doesn't hold the interest of 
the audience.

http://associationofparanormalstudy.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Matsuo-Alex-Paranormal-Research-Symposium-Submission.pdf

